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Dennis Normile criticizes Japan embracing coal power (1).  Japan has the best coal 

power technology.  The IEA data shows that average co2-intensity coal-fired power 

(g/kWh) of Japan is 807 as shown in Table-A (2).  The Japanese goal of co2-intensity 

coal-fired power (g/kWh) is 650 with IGCC (Integrated coal Gasification Combined 

Cycle) around 2020 (3) and 590 with IGFC (Integrated Coal Gasification Fuel Cell 

Combined Cycle) around 2025 which is better than that of the world co2-intensity 

oil-fired power as shown in Table-B (2). World energy is still largely relied on oil 

and coal (4). Not by the renewable energy, but by the Japanese coal-fired power 

technology, the world can significantly reduce co2 emission.  Japan intends to back 

global trends by the coal-fired power technology.  Dennis Normile’s criticism misleads 

the wrong conclusion. 

 

 

Table-A CO2-intensity coal-fired power (g/kWh): IEA data (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Table-B CO2-intensity oil-fired power (g/kWh): IEA data (2) 
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